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The Action Plan for Australian Sharks and Rays 2021 is the first 

action plan for Australia’s chondrichthyan fishes (sharks, rays, and 

chimaeras). This book presents the IUCN Red List status of all 328 

species occurring in Australian waters including Sub-Antarctic 

and Antarctic waters. The majority of the fauna is secure, although 

roughly one in eight species is threatened with extinction. The 

Action Plan presents specific actions required to address vast 

knowledge gaps, and outlines conservation objectives for each 

species. This book is a call to action to secure all of Australia’s 

sharks, rays, and chimaeras. 
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The Action Plan for Australian Sharks and Rays  
2021 is the first publication of its kind for Australia. 
It applies International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN) Red List Categories and Criteria 
at the national level to assess the extinction risk 
for each of Australia’s 328 sharks, rays and 
chimaeras. People who manage and conserve 
sharks can see which species most urgently need 
attention, and have a benchmark for measuring 
future changes in their status.

Sharks and their relatives 
are faring better in Australia 
than in the rest of the world, 
with a relatively low level  
of threatened species.
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